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BACKGROUND:
On 30 August 2018, the CRTC issued Telecom Decision CRTC 2018-332, Relief for area code 506 in New Brunswick, approving 21 November 2020 as the Relief Implementation Date using a Distributed Overlay and new NPA 428.  
This Relief Date was recommended by the Relief Planning Committee in its consensus report 506RE01B, dated 30 August 2018. The Relief Date was based on the January 2018 R-NRUF result which indicated that NPA 506 was projected to exhaust in December 2021.
On 20 September 2019, the CNA released the results of the July 2019 R-NRUF, which indicated that the Projected Exhaust Date for NPA 506 had been delayed to April 2023. The RPC subsequently recommended that the Relief Date be deferred to 23 April 2022 in its consensus report 506RE02A, dated 21 October 2019.
On 24 April 20120 the CRTC issued Telecom Decision CRTC 2020-135, Revision to the relief implementation schedule for area code 506 in New Brunswick, in which it approved the TIF report, including the proposed relief implementation plan and relief implementation schedule, which are based on an effective date of 23 April 2022 for the introduction of the new distributed overlay area code.

Bell Canada submitted a contribution on 1 May 2020 which proposed deferring the Relief Date until 29 April 2023 based upon the January 2020 R-NRUF results which forecast an March 2024 Exhaust Date. 




FACTORS:
Excerpt from the CNA Update on NPA Relief Planning Activities
Summary of NPA 506 Projected Exhaust Dates

	Type of C-NRUF
	Date of Publication
	Projected Exhaust Date

	January 2015 G‑NRUF
	27 March 2015
	April 2025

	January 2016 G‑NRUF
	21 March 2016
	February 2021

	[bookmark: _Hlk464215374]July 2016 R‑NRUF
	21 October 2016
	May 2020

	January 2017 R‑NRUF
	29 March 2017
	December 2021

	July 2017 R-NRUF
	8 September 2017
	November 2024

	January 2018 R‑NRUF
	20 March 2018
	December 2021

	July 2018 R‑NRUF
	27 August 2018
	January 2022

	January 2019 R‑NRUF
	26 March 2019
	August 2022

	July 2019 R-NRUF
	20 September 2019*
	April 2023

	January 2020 R-NRUF
	24 March 2020
	March 2024



ALTERNATIVES:

N/A

ANALYSIS:
The CRTC-approved Relief Date of 23 April 2022 is 23 months in advance of the Projected Exhaust Date. The RPC proposes to defer the relief implementation date until 29 April 2023.

CONCLUSIONS:
The Relief Implementation Plan needs to be revised based on the preceding analysis.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
The RPC recommends that:
1. The revised Relief Date should be 29 April 2023.

2. All Carriers must have modified their network infrastructure to permit 10-digit local dialing by 27 October 2022;

3. A 7- to 10-digit local dialling transition period should be implemented commencing on 20 January 2023, with network announcements on calls dialled using 7 digits phased in over one week between 20 January 2023 and 27 January 2023;

4. Mandatory 10-digit local dialling should be implemented commencing on 15 April 2023, with network announcements on calls dialled using 7 digits phased in over one week between 15 April 2023 and 22 April 2023; and

5. Standard network announcements should be implemented commencing on 29 July 2023 and completed within one month by 28 August 2023.

ATTACHMENTS:
Revised Relief Implementation Plan (including revised Relief Implementation Schedule)

