2 May 2024
TIF 118 (Update CSCN-Administered Guidelines for Thousands-Block Pooling)
CSCN Conference Call

Participants:	David Comrie - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
			Fiona Clegg - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Kelly T. Walsh - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Natalie Ann Lessard - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
John Nakamura - 10X People / INC Co-Chair
Jeanne Bell - Allstream/Zayo
Joey-Lynn Abdulkader - Bell Canada
Marie-Christine Hudon - Bell Canada
Leo Santoro - Bell Mobility
Bill Barsley - CNAC
Glenn Pilley - CNAC
Anamika Bharti - Cogeco
Ed Antecol - COMsolve Inc.
Ofir Smadja - COMsolve Inc.
Étienne Robelin - CRTC staff
Kim Brown - Eastlink
Michael Adesina - Freedom Mobile
Muhammad Uppal - Freedom Mobile
Karen Robinson - KROB Solutions
Suresh Khare - Interested Party
Jonathan Holmes - ITPA
Tara Farquhar - NANPA
Marcel Champagne - Neustar
Austin He - Primus Tel
Darryl Evans - Quadro Communications
Jennifer Mack - Rogers
Michael Studniberg - Rogers
Tammy Wilson - SaskTel
Graham LeGeyt - Rogers
Allyson Blevins - Sinch / INC Co-Chair
Diane Dolan - Teksavvy
John MacKenzie - TELUS
Marlo Gelito - TELUS
Olena Bilozerska - TELUS
Jean-Sebastien Tremblay - Videotron

Welcome:

Kelly Walsh, as CSCN Chair, welcomed the attendees.

David Comrie reviewed the list of attendees.

Discussion:

Ed Antecol noted that when you do an LNP dip, a 10-digit number is returned back to you as well as the type of port and the LRN. If the individual number hasn’t been ported but is part of a pooled block, you will be returned the type, response and the pool NPA-NXX-X. So make sure you are able to handle that type of response. If the TN is native to that service provider, no LRN will be returned.

Jennifer Mack asked if there could be a checklist with a listing of what to expect with an LNP dip once TBP has been implemented. Ed Antecol noted that post-TBP, if a number belongs to a block holder who is not the native CO Code Holder, you will get an LRN but if the number is native to the CO Code Holder, it will not return an LRN. Companies will be getting a different type of message from the LSMS than they are used to.

Leo Santoro asked if this is any different from when bulk ports are done? Ed Antecol noted that he is not 100% sure. Ed Antecol noted that it might not be different from how bulk ports are currently handled. Marcel Champagne noted that bulk porting is just regular porting so there is no such thing as a “Pooled” type so it is different.

Graham Le Geyt said that it is not an LSMS that responds because an LSMS is not allowed to communicate directly with a carrier element. Ed Antecol noted that it is the response from wherever a carrier does its LNP dip.

Graham Le Geyt asked if Ed Antecol could provide an example of the response. Ed Antecol noted that he will try to grab a snapshot of an LNP Dip response if it’s not deemed confidential.

Action Item: Ed Antecol will provide an example, if it is deemed non-confidential, of additional data required in a thousand-block pooling environment to support an LNP Dip where the number is non-ported and part of a thousands-block.

Post meeting note: see contribution CNCO242A (available at https://crtc.gc.ca/cisc/eng/cisf3ft.htm), for clarification of the confusion by use of the reference to LNP Dips as opposed to upstream messaging between i) NPAC and LSMS, as well as ii) LSMS and local data store used by a Carrier’s Service Control Point (SCP). 

Ed Antecol presented CNCO236B.

Tara Farquhar noted that INC is looking to change the time of aging a service block from 45 to 30 days. Allyson Blevins noted that that is regarding the blocks. They cannot comment on the time of aging individual numbers. So the aging of TNs and the aging of Blocks is different.

Allyson Blevins noted that in the US, if a carrier had a significant number of TNs that pushes the contamination over 10%, then a carrier would not donate the block. Allyson Blevins noted that in the US, a block does not get disconnected until the aging period for the TNs is cleared.

Allyson Blevins noted that the 45 days is the normal timeframe for aging TNs but allows that service providers can go higher than 45 but that is a business rule.

Karen Robinson noted that typically carrier services allow for 2 or 3 billing cycles before a disconnected customer’s number is returned to the pool. Once a thousand block has the potential to be returned, she would call it locked down, meaning once all numbers complete that 90 day cycle, the numbers are scrubbed and the block can be returned to the pool. As much as our efforts and objectives are to reclaim as many numbers as possible, we also should be conscious that different carriers will have different business requirements and these guidelines should not affect these carriers’ ability to do business.

Ed Antecol noted that in the TBCOCAG, it references a minimum and maximum for aging TNs before the blocks can be returned to the pool. We should also come up with a minimum and maximum and the timelines we come up with should make sure that numbers don’t get prematurely assigned. We need to have our own minimum and maximum defined.

Karen Robinson noted that each service provider should have the flexibility to determine between 45 and 90 days for their aging period. Ed Antecol noted that he has highlighted the 45 and 90 days in his contribution because that is the default in the US but we need to determine the Canadian values.

Graham Le Geyt noted that he is not prepared to provide an answer today on the desired aging period and will have to take it internally.

Action Item: Participants are asked to investigate internally the desired aging period for residential telephone numbers in a thousands-block pooling environment.

Leo Santoro noted that he supports Karen’s comments that most carriers have a 90 day aging period in their platform. Ed Antecol noted that he is okay with the time interval being 90 days but the process needs to be built around that period.

Graham Le Geyt asked what the impetus was for having a specific step for disconnecting test numbers. Ed Antecol noted that carriers may not realize that test numbers are administrative numbers and may not realize that they need to be disconnected. The TBCOCAG tells you to remove your test numbers out of any blocks you are returning.

Karen Robinson asked if a service provider has a customer that wants to reactivate a number, can that service provider request that specific number from the returned block without requesting the whole block? Ed Antecol noted that there would be problems with that.

Jeanne Bell noted that when we initially start this, there will be a lot of blocks donated back. There are going to be numbers that will fail to get ported just due to human error. Everybody needs to be prepared to address this type of situation at the onset.

Allyson Blevins noted that she cannot think of a carrier in the US that has not made a mistake like a failed intra-port. It’s going to happen a lot at first so it’s probably good to have a standard process in place to address these.

Action Item: CSCN Secretary will post a C version of the CNCO236B. (Completed)

Action Item: All participants should take this document internally and provide subsequent contributions.

Fiona Clegg noted that there are 3 types of test numbers so what kind of test number is being referenced in item 6. Ed Antecol noted that it’s meant to be all of them as they are tying up resources in the block.

Kelly Walsh asked if there were any objections to discussing CNCO240A today as it had not been posted for the minimum 5 business days. There were no objections.

Agreement was reached to review CNCO240A.

Ed Antecol presented CNCO240A.

Tara Farquhar noted that in the new system in the US, there will only be 1 form that is similar to Appendix 2 but it will be used for both a code and a block.

Tara Farquhar noted that in the US, excluded numbers is primarily meant to be the quantity of numbers activated in the last 90 days and there is no subtraction for special phone numbers.

Fiona Clegg noted that at the moment the Canadian industry does not do a percentage utilization on the forms that come in for CO Code requests.

Graham Le Geyt noted that point number 3 of the contributions [“If the carrier/reseller is a recipient of Intermediate Numbers, should they be required to obtain an OCN so that they can participate in CNA forecasting processes and report utilization of received numbers? (there are no barriers to resellers obtaining reseller class OCNs)]” is straying into the realm of policy because it would be requiring resellers to get an OCN where previously they did not need one. Ed Antecol noted that it can be changed but the point is that if a forecast needs to be submitted, the CNA needs a way to track it.

Fiona Clegg noted that last year the CNA was asked to try and figure out how many numbers were going to resellers/wholesalers and it did not work very well. If resellers were to get their own OCN, then the CNA would be able to keep track of what is in their inventory. Graham Le Geyt noted that if he was a reseller, he would not get an OCN if it was not required.

Karen Robinson noted that her contribution speaks directly to one of the questions Ed Antecol asked.

Action Item: David Comrie will send a TIF 118 meeting invite for 8 May 2024 from 12:00 – 14:00 ET. (Completed)

Ed Antecol asked if Carriers could get feedback on how to report back on intermediate numbers and, should intermediate carriers be required to provide number utilization reports.

Action Item: Carriers are asked to review internally about how to report back on intermediate numbers and, if intermediate carriers should be required to provide number utilization reports.

Fiona Clegg asked to have it noted that Karen Robinson’s contribution did not get reviewed today and should be discussed first on the next call.


Summary of Agreements Reached:

1) Agreement was reached to review CNCO240A.


Summary of Action Items:

1) Ed Antecol will provide an example, if it is deemed non-confidential, of additional data required in a thousand-block pooling environment to support an LNP Dip where the number is non-ported and part a thousands-block. (Completed)

2) Participants are asked to investigate internally the desired aging period for residential telephone numbers in a thousands-block pooling environment. (Ongoing)

3) CSCN Secretary will post a C version of the CNCO236B. (Completed)

4) David Comrie will send a TIF 118 meeting invite for 8 May 2024 from 12:00 – 14:00 ET. (Completed)

5) Carriers are asked to review internally about how to report back on intermediate numbers and, if intermediate carriers should be required to provide number utilization reports. (Ongoing)


Attachments:



CNCO236B – COMsolve contribution – TBP block return checklist (incl. in-meeting changes)



CNCO240A – COMsolve contribution – Paragraph 51 questions
2
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Block Return Checklist for SPs Carriers Prior to Submitting a Part 1A for a Thousands-Block Return  

Note: 	SPs Carriers may retain a Thousands-Block if they can demonstrate that:

a)    the Thousands-Block is required to meet the SP’s Carrier’s 6-month projected forecast beyond the Implementation and Pool Start/Allocation Date, or

b)   there are Technical Reasons which justify retaining the Thousands-Block such as TNs that are Assigned to non-portable services (e.g., packet switched service), or

c)    the Thousands-Block is an Initial Thousands-Block, or footprint Thousands-Block



Key Definitions



		Administrative Numbers

		Numbers used by Telecommunications Carriers to perform internal administrative or operational functions necessary to maintain reasonable quality of service standards.  Examples of Administrative Numbers are: Test Numbers, Employee/Official Numbers, Location Routing Numbers (LRNs), Temporary Local Directory Numbers (TLDNs), Soft Dial Tone Numbers and

Pseudo-Automatic Number Identification (p-ANI) numbers.



		Aging Numbers

		Disconnected numbers that are not Available for Assignment to another end user or customer for a specified period of time.  Numbers previously Assigned to residential customers may be aged for no less than 45 days and no more than 90 days.



		Assigned Numbers

		Numbers working in the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) under an agreement such as a contract or tariff at the request of specific end users or customers for their use, or numbers not yet working but having a customer service order pending.  Numbers that are not yet working and have a service order pending for more than five calendar days shall not be classified as Assigned Numbers. Ported-out numbers should be included as a subcategory of Assigned Numbers. 



		 Available Numbers

		Numbers that are Available available for Assignment assignment to subscriber access lines, or their equivalents, within a Exchange Area and are not classified as Assigned, Intermediate, Administrative, Aging, or Reserved.  Available Numbers is a residual category that can be calculated by subtracting a sum of numbers in the Assigned, Intermediate, Administrative, Aging, and Reserved primary categories from the total of numbers in the Service Carrier’sProvider inventory Inventory of a CO Code or Thousands-Block Holder.



		Contamination

		Contamination occurs when at least one Telephone Number (TN) within a Thousands-Block (NPA-NXX-X) of TNs is not Available for

Assignment to end users or customers.  Thousands-Blocks

Contaminated up to and including 10 percent are eligible for 

Donation/return. For purposes of this provision, a TN is not Available for Assignment if it is classified as Administrative, Aging,

Assigned, Intermediate, or reserved.



		Effective Date

		The date by which routing and rating within the Public Switching  Telephone Network (PSTN) shall be working for the Assigned Thousands-Block (NPA-NXX-X) or the Assigned Central Office (CO) Code (NPA-NXX).  Also, the date by which the Thousands-Block becomes an active Thousands-Block or the CO Code becomes an

Active CO Code.  Also referred to as the LERG™ Routing Guide Effective Date in these guidelines.



		Exchange Area Number Pool

		Used in Thousands-Block number pooling to describe a reservoir of un-allocated Thousands-Blocks (NPA-NXX-X) in an Exchange Area administered by the Pooling Administrator (PA) for the purposes of assignment to Carriers participating in Thousands-Block number pooling.



		Intermediate Numbers

		Numbers that are made Available for use by another Telecommunications Carrier or non-Carrier entity for the purpose of providing telecommunications service to an end user or customer.  Numbers ported for the purpose of transferring an established customer’s service to another Service Provider (SP)Carrier shall not be classified as Intermediate Numbers.  An Intermediate Number is one that is made Available to a Carrier or non-Carrier entity from another Carrier but has not necessarily been Assigned to an end-user or customer by the receiving Carrier or non-Carrier entity.  Numbers provided to Carriers, or other non-Carrier entities by numbering partners should be reported as Intermediate, and do not qualify as end users or customers.



		Intra-Service Provider 

(ISP) Port

		A process which allows a Carrier to retain unavailable Telephone Numbers (TN) in contaminated Thousands-Blocks (NPA-NXX-X) that are being Returned to an Exchange Area Number Pool. Specifically, numbers assigned to customers from Returned Thousands-Blocks that are contaminated shall be ported back to the returning Carrier to enable it to continue to provide service to those customers. An ISP Port can also be used to move a TN(s) from one Switching Entity/Point of Interconnection (POI) serving an Exchange Area to another Switching Entity/POI serving the same Exchange Area where Location Routing Number (LRN)-Local Number Portability (LNP) is in use.



		Return/Returning

		The process by which Carriers contribute Telephone Numbers (TN) to an Exchange Area Number Pool.  In the context of these guidelines, Carriers shall use the Thousands-Block (NPA-NXX-X) return process to return Thousands-Blocks to appropriate Exchange Area Number Pool.



		Unavailable Numbers

		Numbers that are not Available numbers.









1. Run reports to verify that there are not more than 100 Unavailable TNs in any Thousands-Block which the carrier is considering Returning.and all other ported TNs identified in NPAC to other SPs.



2. Verify Available TNs in Thousands-Blocks which they intend to donate/return Return to assure they are not Assigned assigned in Switching Entities/POIs, billing systems, etc.



3. Protect the Thousands-Block from further assignments.



4. 

Carriers shall complete ISP Ports on Unavailable TNs in contaminated Thousands-Blocks which they are donating/rReturning, including (i) TNs Assigned assigned to Resellersother Carriers and non-Carriers (i.e., Intermediate Numbers), (ii) TNs used for aAdministrative pPurposes (i.e., Administrative Numbers), and (iii) TNs assigned to customers (i.e., Assigned Numbers). (Not Numbers in Aging Pool). If ISP Ports in the NPAC are not completed and a donated/rReturned contaminated Thousands-Block is Assigned, there may be service disruptions including double assignments, for those contaminated Contaminated TNs..



5. 



If a pending Local Number Portability (LNP) Port exists for an Unavailable TN(s), with no underlying active port or TN, within a contaminated Thousands-Block that is being Returned, the two Carriers involved in the LNP Port shall work cooperatively to resolve the pending LNP Port. This process could be accomplished by having the recipient Carrier of the LNP Port cancel the pending LNP Port so that the Returning Carrier can perform the ISP(s) for Thousands-Block return purposes. Afterwards, the recipient Carrier of the LNP Port would then re-establish the pending LNP Port.  Another alternative would be to have the Carriers involved attempt to advance the pending LNP Port through contact with the NPAC (utilizing automated clean-up). [More work need to further clarify] 

6. 



7. An SPA Carrier donating/returning Returning a Thousands-Block containing a test line number shall disconnect the test line number prior to submitting the Part 1A to disconnect Return of the Thousands-Block. The test line shall be re-Assigned to a number in a Thousands-Block retained by, or Assigned to, the SPCarrier.



8. An SPA Carrier donating/returning Returning a Thousands-Block that contains an LRN shall migrate any ported numbers or pooled Thousands-Blocks utilizing the LRN to another LRN within a Thousands-Block retained by or Assigned to the SP Carrier and delete the LRN in the NPAC and the BIRRDS.



9. Ensure that all donated/returnedReturned Thousands-Blocks are within CO Codes that have been identified as LNP capable in the iconectiv BIRRDS and the NPAC and that the associated (donor) Switching Entities/POIs are LNP-capable and ready to process terminating traffic. 



10. When the CO Code is already a Pooled Central Office (CO) Code (NPA-NXX), Carriers shall create a ‘D’ view on the NXD screen for the each of the Thousands-Blocks in BIRRDS prior to submitting the Thousands-Block Part 1A Return to the PA. (Note: This will impact all AOCs).



11. Converting an assigned CO Code from non-pooled to pooled as part of the process for Returning one or more Thousands-Blocks:  At the time the PA approves a Thousands-Block Return application, the PA shall update the Block Control Record (BCR) record in BIRRDS with the Effective Date indicated on the Part 3A Pooling Administrator’s Response/Confirmation.  The Carrier shall build the records for any Thousands-Blocks being retained on the NXD screen for after the PA has processed the Return request. (Note: By default, the Carrier does not need to update the NPAC for the retained Thousands-Block(s).  



12. The donated/returned Thousands-Blocks shall be ready for allocation and use on the date indicated by the SP Carrier on the Part 1A or on the Implementation and Pool Start/Allocation Date, as applicable.



On the Part 1A there will be a field for SPs Carriers to confirm that ISP Ports have been completed and a field for SPs Carriers to confirm that the Thousands-Block has been protected from further TN assignments. 



Implementation Notes



(i) Prior to the Thousands-Block Return Effective Date, a carrier may need to retrieve a Thousands-Block it had previously returned to the Exchange Area Number Pool. As long as the Return Effective Date has not yet passed, the Carrier may cancel the Thousands-Block Part 1A Return in the Pooling Administration System. 



(ii) Subsequent to the Thousands-Block Return Effective Date but before the Thousands-Block has been Assigned to another Carrier, the Carrier may need to retrieve a Thousands-Block it had previously returned to the pool by submitting a Part 1A to the PA.  For example, the Carrier may have made an error in reporting the Thousands-Block’s Contamination level or failed to protect the Thousands-Block from further number assignments.



(iii) If the block has already been assigned to a new carrier and needs a number back, they should work with the new carrier to get the number back.



For reference:

7.1.16 TBCOCAG: In instances where a pooled Unavailable TN is Assigned to more than one customer served by different SPs (i.e., the Thousands-Block Holder and the CO Code Holder of the Pooled CO Code) due to an error made by the CO Code Holder, the conflict shall be resolved as follows:

1. If the TN was Assigned before the Thousands-Block was donated/returned and the CO Code Holder made an error in the population of Unavailable TNs in the LNP database (NPAC) at the time of Donation/return, the customer of the original SP (i.e., the customer to whom the TN was originally Assigned) shall retain assignment of the TN and the Thousands-Block Holder shall assign its customer a new TN.

2. If the TN was not Assigned at the time of the Donation/return and the CO Code Holder failed to protect the Thousands-Block from further assignment in their databases and Assigned the TN after the Thousands-Block was donated/returned, the customer of the Thousands-Block Holder shall retain assignment of the TN, and the CO Code Holder that Assigned the TN to its customer in error shall assign its customer a new TN.




image2.emf
CNCO240A_TIF_118_COMsolve_contribution.zip


CNCO240A_TIF_118_COMsolve_contribution.zip


TBCOCAG Appendix 1.docx




 Central Office Code 


Months to Exhaust Certification Worksheet – TN Level[footnoteRef:1] – Appendix 1 [1:  A copy of this worksheet is required to be submitted to the North American Number Plan Administrator (NANPA); for audit purposes, it shall be in the applicant's files.] 



Revised: October 30, 2019


(worksheet to be used for Requests for Additional Codes for Growth)


Date: Click here to enter a date.   Company Name:  Click here to enter text.


Rate Center: Click here to enter text.


NPA(s)-NXXs included in growth calculation[footnoteRef:2]:  Click here to enter text. [2:  Report on all Numbering Resources for the requested geographic area, including newly acquired Numbering Resources.] 



Signature of Authorized Representative of Code Applicant: ______________________________________________________________________________


Title:  Click here to enter text.   Phone:  Click here to enter text.   Fax:  Click here to enter text.





A.    Telephone Numbers (TNs) Available for Assignment (See Glossary[footnoteRef:3]):  Click here to enter text. [3:  Definitions of terms may be found in the Glossary.] 



	


			


			


			Month 1


			Month 2


			Month 3


			Month 4


			Month 5


			Month 6


			Month 7


			Month 8


			Month 9


			Month 10


			Month 11


			Month 12





			


B.


			


Previous 6-month growth history[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Net change in Telephone Numbers (TN) no longer available for assignment in each previous month, starting with the most distant month as Month #1, and Month #6 as the current month.] 



			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			


			


			


			


			


			





			


C.


			


Forecast – Next months 1-12[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Forecast of Telephone Numbers (TN) needed in each following month, starting with the most recent month as Month #1.] 



			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.			Click here to enter text.


			


D.


			


Average Monthly Forecast (Sum of months 1-6 Part C above divided by 6):  Click here to enter text.


			


			


			


			





			


E.


			


Months to Exhaust[footnoteRef:6]   = [6:  To be assigned an additional Central Office (CO) Code (NPA-NXX) for growth, "Months to Exhaust" shall be less than or equal to 6 months. (47 CFR § 52.15 (g) (4) (iii)).] 



			


Telephone Numbers (TNs) Available for Assignment (A)


			





=


			


Click here to enter text.


			


			


			





			


			


			Average Monthly Forecast (D)


			


			


			


			


			





			


F.


			


Utilization Level[footnoteRef:7]   = [7:  Newly acquired Numbering Resources (see Glossary) may be excluded from the utilization calculation (47 CFR § 52.15 (g) (4) (ii)).] 



			


Telephone Numbers (TNs) Assigned


			


x 100   =   Click here to enter text.%


			


			





			


			


			Total Numbering Resources in Applicant’s Inventory


			


			


			











Explanation: Click here to enter text.
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Thousands-Block Months to Exhaust Certification Worksheet – TN Level[footnoteRef:1]  – Appendix 2 [1:  A copy of this worksheet is required to be submitted to the Pooling Administrator (PA) when requesting additional Numbering Resources in a rate center. For auditing purposes, the applicant shall retain a copy of this document.] 



Revised: November 11, 2019


(Thousands-Block Number Pooling Growth Block Request) 


Date: Click here to enter a date.	OCN: Click here to enter text. Company Name: Click here to enter text. Rate Center: Click here to enter text.


List all Codes NPA(s)-NXXs and Blocks NPA(s)-NXX-X(s)[footnoteRef:2]: Click here to enter text. [2:  List all Numbering Resources allocated to the OCN for the requested Rate Center, including newly acquired Central Office (CO) Codes (NPA-NXX) and Thousands-Blocks (NPA-NXX-X). This information is available from the Total Numbering Resources in PAS and shall automatically populate on this form in PAS. When an exception exists, the Applicant shall adjust the auto-populated list and shall provide an explanation of the adjustment in the Explanation field.] 



Name of Block Applicant: Click here to enter text. 	Signature: 


Title: Click here to enter text. Phone: Click here to enter text.  Fax: Click here to enter text. E-Mail: Click here to enter text.


A. Available Numbers[footnoteRef:3]: Click here to enter text. [3:  The total quantity of numbers available for assignment from the Numbering Resources allocated to the OCN for the requested Rate Center, including newly acquired CO Codes (NPA-NXXs) and Thousands-Blocks (NPA-NXX-Xs). When an exception exists, the Applicant shall adjust the auto-populated number as needed and provide an explanation of the adjustment in the Explanation field (e.g., to increase the number of available resources due to pending applications in the same rate center, or for documentation purposes for safety valve waivers).] 



B. Assigned Numbers: Click here to enter text.


C. Total Numbering Resources[footnoteRef:4]: Click here to enter text. [4:  The total quantity of Numbering Resources allocated to the OCN for the requested Rate Center, including newly acquired CO Codes (NPA-NXXs) and Thousands-Blocks (NPA-NXX-Xs). This information is available from the Total Numbering Resources Report in PAS and shall automatically populate on this form in PAS. When an exception exists, the Applicant shall adjust the auto-populated number as needed and provide an explanation of the adjustment in the Explanation field (e.g., to increase the total number of resources to include pending applications in the same rate center, or for documentation purposes for safety valve waivers).] 



D. Quantity of numbers activated in the past 90 days (increments of 1,000 or 10,000) and excluded from the Utilization calculation[footnoteRef:5]: Click here to enter text. [5:  Quantity of numbers activated in the past 90 days indicates newly acquired Thousands-Blocks (NPA-NXX-X) and/or Central Office (CO) Codes (NPA-NXX) received from the administrator and shall be reported in increments of 1,000 or 10,000 TNs (e. g.: 2 blocks received=2,000 and 1 code received =10,000).] 



List excluded Code(s) or Block(s): Click here to enter text. 


			


			


			Month 1


			Month 2


			Month 3


			Month 4


			Month 5


			Month 6


			Month 7


			Month 8


			Month 9


			Month 10


			Month 11


			Month 12





			E. 


			Growth History – previous 6 months[footnoteRef:6]:   [6:  Net change in Telephone Numbers (TN) no longer available for assignment in each previous month, starting with the most distant month as Month 1, and Month 6 as the current month.] 



			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			


			


			


			


			


			





			F. 


			Forecast – Next 12 months[footnoteRef:7]:   [7:  Forecast of Telephone Numbers (TN) needed in each following month, starting with the most recent month as Month 1.] 



			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.


			Click here to enter text.





			G. 


			Average Monthly Forecast (Sum of months #1-6 (Part F above) divided by 6)[footnoteRef:8]:   Click here to enter text. [8:  This field is automatically calculated and populated on this form in PAS.] 



			





			H. 


			Months to Exhaust[footnoteRef:9]: [9:  This field is automatically calculated and populated on this form in PAS. To be assigned an additional Thousands-Block (NPA-NXX-X) for growth, "Months to Exhaust" shall be less than or equal to 6 months. (47 CFR § 52.15 (g) (4) (iii)).] 



			Numbers Available for Assignment to Customers (A)


Average Monthly Forecast (G)


			=


			Click here to enter text.


			


			





			I. 


			Utilization[footnoteRef:10]: [10:  This field is automatically calculated and populated on this form in PAS. To be assigned an additional Thousands-Block (NPA-NXX-X) for growth, “Utilization” shall be 75% or more (47 CFR § 52.15 (h)). Newly acquired Numbering Resources may be excluded from the Utilization calculation (47 CFR § 52.15 (g)(4)(ii)). ] 



			Assigned Numbers (B)


Total Numbering Resources (C) – Excluded Numbers (D)


			*100


			=


			Click here to enter text.


			


			











Explanation: Click here to enter text.






TRP 2024-26 paragraph 51 questions.docx

In Telecom Regulatory Policy CRTC 2024-26, the Commission asked the following questions:


“51.	In light of the above, the Commission requests that CISC provide, by 6 May 2024, recommendations to strengthen the number assignment guidelines, focusing on preserving geographic NANP resources, both while TBP is being implemented and once it is implemented. This includes considering the following:


· to justify a new request, what consumer demand and number use information, and other information such as details of use associated with previous assignments, should be required (including the level of detail);


· whether a carrier obtaining the numbers for another TSP or wholesale customer should be responsible for reporting on the use of those numbers and, if so, how;


· what would trigger escalation of a particular request for numbers to the Commission;


· what enforcement powers or tools may be appropriate for the CNA to use to scrutinize requests for numbering resources;


· the potential use, as recommended in the CSCN Report, of enhanced forecasting tools, such as (i) an incremental linear annual geographic number survey; and (ii) wholesale resale considerations, such as whether third-party number use should become an annual part of the Numbering Resource Utilization Forecast reporting; and


· any other relevant factor that might be consistent with an increased focus on number preservation.”


This contribution addresses the first two bullet points above.


In the US, a carrier seeking additional (growth) numbering resources must provide a Months-to-Exhaust worksheet in accordance with TBCOCAG Appendix 2, attached, to the PA.  Within that spreadsheet are two requirements as follows:


1) the carrier foresees number exhaust within a Rate Centre (Exchange Area) within six months,[footnoteRef:1] and [1:  TBCOCAG section 4.9.3  “For Growth Numbering Resources, each SP shall demonstrate that existing Numbering Resources (CO Codes and Thousands-Block(s) for the Rate Center shall exhaust within 6 months and shall supply supporting data using the Appendix 1 Central Office Code Months to Exhaust Certification Worksheet – TN Level  or Appendix 2 Thousands-Block Months to Exhaust Certification Worksheet – TN Level (see Section 5.2, 5.4, or 5.6) that provides utilization by Rate Center for the preceding six months and projected monthly utilization for the next twelve (12) months.”
 ] 



2) the carrier has at least 75% utilization of its numbering resources assigned to that rate centre (for the requesting OCN).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  TBCOCAG section 4.9.4  “All Applicants for Growth Numbering Resources shall achieve a 75% Utilization Threshold for the Rate Center in which they are requesting Growth Numbering Resources.”

] 



Questions:


1. Should CSCN adopt similar rules for allocating new number resources including meeting an overall utilization target for each Exchange Area?


The definition of Available Numbers in Appendixes Appendices 1 and 2 of the TBCOCAG excludes Intermediate Numbers provided to another carrier/reseller i.e., Available Numbers = Total TN’s minus TN’s not Available for Assignment[footnoteRef:3].   [3:  TBCOCAG section 7.1.1  “Where Thousands-Block Number Pooling has been implemented, the Pooling Administrator (PA) shall assign Numbering Resources in Thousands-Block increments.  Numbering Resources shall be Available for Assignment from both contaminated and uncontaminated Thousands-Blocks contained in the Industry Inventory Pool. Contamination occurs when at least one Telephone Number (TN) within a Thousands-Block of TNs is not Available for Assignment to end users or customers.  For zpurposes of this provision, a TN is “not Available for Assignment,” if it is classified as:
a) Administrative
b) Aging
c) Assigned
d) Intermediate
e) Reserved 
as defined in the Glossary.”] 



We cannot get a true picture of industry wide number utilization unless carriers/resellers also report utilization of numbering resources unless recipients of Intermediate Numbers report utilization.


2. Should carriers/resellers maintain inventory counts of Intermediate numbers by recipient carrier/reseller?


3. If the carrier/reseller is a recipient of Intermediate Numbers, should they be required to obtain an OCN so that they can participate in CNA forecasting processes and report utilization of received numbers? (there are no barriers to resellers obtaining reseller class OCNs)

















