In Telecom Regulatory Policy CRTC 2024-26, the Commission asked the following questions:
“51.	In light of the above, the Commission requests that CISC provide, by 6 May 2024, recommendations to strengthen the number assignment guidelines, focusing on preserving geographic NANP resources, both while TBP is being implemented and once it is implemented. This includes considering the following:
· to justify a new request, what consumer demand and number use information, and other information such as details of use associated with previous assignments, should be required (including the level of detail);
· whether a carrier obtaining the numbers for another TSP or wholesale customer should be responsible for reporting on the use of those numbers and, if so, how;
· what would trigger escalation of a particular request for numbers to the Commission;
· what enforcement powers or tools may be appropriate for the CNA to use to scrutinize requests for numbering resources;
· the potential use, as recommended in the CSCN Report, of enhanced forecasting tools, such as (i) an incremental linear annual geographic number survey; and (ii) wholesale resale considerations, such as whether third-party number use should become an annual part of the Numbering Resource Utilization Forecast reporting; and
· any other relevant factor that might be consistent with an increased focus on number preservation.”
This contribution addresses the first two bullet points above.
In the US, a carrier seeking additional (growth) numbering resources must provide a Months-to-Exhaust worksheet in accordance with TBCOCAG Appendix 2, attached, to the PA.  Within that spreadsheet are two requirements as follows:
1) the carrier foresees number exhaust within a Rate Centre (Exchange Area) within six months,[footnoteRef:1] and [1:  TBCOCAG section 4.9.3  “For Growth Numbering Resources, each SP shall demonstrate that existing Numbering Resources (CO Codes and Thousands-Block(s) for the Rate Center shall exhaust within 6 months and shall supply supporting data using the Appendix 1 Central Office Code Months to Exhaust Certification Worksheet – TN Level  or Appendix 2 Thousands-Block Months to Exhaust Certification Worksheet – TN Level (see Section 5.2, 5.4, or 5.6) that provides utilization by Rate Center for the preceding six months and projected monthly utilization for the next twelve (12) months.”
 ] 

2) the carrier has at least 75% utilization of its numbering resources assigned to that rate centre (for the requesting OCN).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  TBCOCAG section 4.9.4  “All Applicants for Growth Numbering Resources shall achieve a 75% Utilization Threshold for the Rate Center in which they are requesting Growth Numbering Resources.”

] 

Questions:
1. Should CSCN adopt similar rules for allocating new number resources including meeting an overall utilization target for each Exchange Area?
The definition of Available Numbers in Appendixes Appendices 1 and 2 of the TBCOCAG excludes Intermediate Numbers provided to another carrier/reseller i.e., Available Numbers = Total TN’s minus TN’s not Available for Assignment[footnoteRef:3].   [3:  TBCOCAG section 7.1.1  “Where Thousands-Block Number Pooling has been implemented, the Pooling Administrator (PA) shall assign Numbering Resources in Thousands-Block increments.  Numbering Resources shall be Available for Assignment from both contaminated and uncontaminated Thousands-Blocks contained in the Industry Inventory Pool. Contamination occurs when at least one Telephone Number (TN) within a Thousands-Block of TNs is not Available for Assignment to end users or customers.  For zpurposes of this provision, a TN is “not Available for Assignment,” if it is classified as:
a) Administrative
b) Aging
c) Assigned
d) Intermediate
e) Reserved 
as defined in the Glossary.”] 

We cannot get a true picture of industry wide number utilization unless carriers/resellers also report utilization of numbering resources unless recipients of Intermediate Numbers report utilization.
2. Should carriers/resellers maintain inventory counts of Intermediate numbers by recipient carrier/reseller?
3. If the carrier/reseller is a recipient of Intermediate Numbers, should they be required to obtain an OCN so that they can participate in CNA forecasting processes and report utilization of received numbers? (there are no barriers to resellers obtaining reseller class OCNs)




