15 February 2024
Minutes from Thousand-Block Pooling Discussion
Conference Call
Hosted by CNA

Conference Bridge:	David Comrie - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Fiona Clegg - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Kelly T. Walsh - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Natalie Ann Lessard - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Alain Bouvier - Videotron
Alexander Pittman - CRTC staff
Allyson Blevins - Sinch / INC Co-Chair
Anamika Bharti - Cogeco
Bill Barsley - CNAC
Bob Bruce - Syniverse
Chantale Neapole - CLNPC
Daegen Moore - Sasktel
Daniel Morrison - Bell Canada
Darryl Evans - Quadro Communications
David Plaunt - Bruce Telecom
Diane Dolan - Teksavvy
Domenic Germain - Sogetel
Ed Antecol - COMsolve Inc.
Gerry Thompson - Interested Party
Glenn Pilley - CNAC
Greg Kinloch - NorthWestel
James Sewell - Westman Communications
Jean-Francois Dumoulin - Iristel
Jean-Sebastien Tremblay - Videotron
Jennifer Mack - Rogers
Jesslyn Mullaney - CRTC staff
Joey-Lynn Abdulkader - Bell Canada
Justen Davis - Somos
Karen Robinson - Interested Party
Ken Shackleton - Shaw
Kim Brown - Eastlink
Leo Santoro - Bell Canada
Marc Berruyer - Videotron
Marcel Champagne - Neustar
Marie-Christine Hudon - Bell Canada
Michael Studniberg - Rogers
Olena Bilozerska - TELUS
Phil Gauvin - Bell
Robin Charman - NorthWestel
Rodger McNabb - CLNPC
Sarah Reilly - Distributel
Shekar Vasal - Neustar/Transunion
Sheldon Lyslo - NorthWestel
Suresh Khare - Interested Party
Tammy Wilson - SaskTel


Welcome:

Kelly Walsh, as Chair of the CSCN, welcomed the attendees.

David Comrie, as CSCN Secretary, reviewed the list of participants.

Action Items

1) Phil Gauvin will draft a proposal for 1.4.c

2) David Comrie will send the version of the Part 1 form that the committee was working on today to Phil Gauvin. (Completed)


Discussion

Kelly Walsh reviewed the events from yesterday’s CSCN meeting.

Kelly Walsh noted that he expects to think about the TIFs required for this task as well as a list of questions that Ed Antecol has put together that he believes need to be answered. The final item is some proposed modifications to the CO Code Part 1 form.

Kelly Walsh noted that if the CSCN does not have an agreed upon Part 1 form by March 6, then the CNA will be rejecting CO Code Part 1 forms starting March 6 that do not have the additional attestations required by the CRTC Policy.

Ed Antecol presented a list of questions that he has identified that will need to be addressed for the implementation of thousand-block pooling in Canada. Ed Antecol suggested a small group meet to try to answer some of the questions identified.

Kelly Walsh asked for volunteers to participate in the question team. The following people asked to be included:
· Ed Antecol
· Karen Robinson
· CNA
· Joey-Lynn Abdulkader
· Phil Gauvin
· Marie-Christine Hudon
· Leo Santoro
· Jennifer Mack
· Michael Studniberg
· Rodger McNabb
· Chantale Neapole
· Olena Bilozerska
· Marcel Champagne
· Diane Dolan
· Suresh Khare
· Allyson Blevins (offering assistance, as required)
· Gerry Thompson
· James Sewell
Gerry Thompson noted that this will require a lot of meetings and to accommodate people on the west coast, we should probably start no earlier than 11AM ET.

A meeting for the question team was scheduled for Tuesday, 20 February 2024 from 11:00-13:00 ET.

Action Item: David Comrie will send a meeting invitation and Ed Antecol’s questions to the Question team. (Completed)

Suresh Khare asked about the feasibility of the deadlines in the Policy. Ed Antecol noted that the March deadline will not be an issue but the other deadlines will be tight or impossible but we cannot determine that until we determine the path forward.

Allyson Blevins noted that one of the questions on Ed’s list was about BIRRDS implementation and would it be possible to extend an invitation to Connie Hartman at iconectiv to discuss any BIRRDS-related questions. Kelly Walsh noted that he will reach out to Connie and see what involvement she would like to have.

Joey-Lynn Abdulkader asked when the list of questions will be sent out. Kelly Walsh noted that the meeting invitation and questions will be sent out by 16 February 2024.
Post meeting note: The notes were sent to the question team on 15 February 2024 by David Comrie.

Kelly Walsh presented a list of items that he identified in the Policy conclusions that reiterate specific directions and that he has divided into individual TIFs.

Kelly Walsh noted that he is asking for task sponsors for each TIF.
· TBP Implementation Monitoring (quarterly reports)
· James Sewell volunteered as sponsor
· Update Guidelines
· Ed Antecol volunteered as sponsor
· Report of inclusion of unused numbers from previously assigned CO Codes in pool
· Diane Dolan volunteered as sponsor
· Report on LIR expansion or Exchange Area consolidation opportunities
· Phil Gauvin volunteered to have a person from Bell serve as cosponsor
Suresh Khare asked if the plan is to create a new guideline or is it to update the CO Code guideline to incorporate thousand-block pooling. Ed Antecol noted that in the US, they had separate guidelines and then spent 5 years combining the guidelines.

Suresh Khare noted that his concern with updating the guideline is that it will be very difficult with the timeline in the policy.

Ed Antecol noted that for the LIR Expansion TIF, it will mostly impact the ILECs so it might be most appropriate to have an ILEC sponsoring the TIF. Kim Brown declined to chair the TIF. Phil Gauvin suggested that this task be pushed off because so much of other work needs to happen for thousand-block pooling that is more important than LIR expansion. Kelly Walsh noted that the committee agrees the deadlines in the policy are very aggressive so the expectation is that the CSCN will either be submitting reports with large “TBD” sections or to request extensions.

Phil Gauvin asked about the 2030 date included in the CRTC Policy and what is actually happening at that date. Kelly Walsh noted that that is the date that the NPAs reserved for Canada will be exhausted. Kelly Walsh also noted that the CNA has submitted a request to the CRTC to request that NANPA reserve additional NPAs for future NPA relief in Canada.

The group reviewed some proposed changes to the CO Code Part 1 form.

Action Item: David Comrie will post the newly modified version of the CO Code Part 1 form as CNCO224B. (Completed)

Kelly Walsh noted that if the committee cannot reach an agreement about the new language in the Part 1 form, the CNA will begin using a Part 1 form with language taken directly from the Policy as of 6 March 2024 and reject any Part 1 forms that do not have the attestation section completed.

Phil Gauvin’s action item has been closed by work completed during the meeting.

Gerry Thompson asked about next steps and scheduling a meeting. Kelly Walsh noted that the group definitely needs to have another meeting to draft some TIFs and get them approved by the committee.

Action Item: CSCN Chair will contact iconectiv and make sure that they are connected to TBP activities happening in Canada.


Summary of Agreements Reached

None.

Summary of Action Items

1) Phil Gauvin will draft a proposal for 1.4.c (Completed during the meeting)

2) David Comrie will send a meeting invitation and Ed Antecol’s questions to the Question team. (Completed)

3) David Comrie will post the newly modified version of the CO Code Part 1 form as CNCO224B. (Completed)

4) CSCN Chair will contact iconectiv and make sure that they are connected to TBP activities happening in Canada.


Attachments


CNCO224A – CNA contribution – Proposed changes to CO Code Part 1 form (incl. in-meeting changes)



TBP Questions for Canadian Implementation – Ed Antecol



TBP Task Breakdown for CSCN – Kelly Walsh
2
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CRTC INTERCONNECTION STEERING COMMITTEE
CONTRIBUTION FORM:
Working Group:     CSCN                                             Date of Submission:    2024-02-08
Contribution #:	224A
TIF #:      n/a (Thousand-block pooling)                   File ID:	CNCO224A
Task Title:	Implementing Thousand-block pooling
Related to Task(s) ID:
Contributor:
            Name:		David Comrie
            Company:	COMsolve Inc. / CNA
            Address:	
            Tel:
            Fax:
            E-mail:	david.comrie@cnac.ca	
Distribution to:	CSCN	
Subject:    Proposed changes to CO Code Part 1 form in accordance with Telecom Regulatory Policy CRTC 2024-26 - Implementing thousand-block pooling






Part 1 - CO Code Assignment, Reservation, Information Change, or Return



This Part 1 form is to be used by a Code Applicant or Code Holder to apply for a CO Code Assignment, Reservation, Information Change, or Return. Use one Part 1 form for each CO Code (NXX) requested. One Part 1 form may be used to make the same information change for more than one CO Code or to return more than one CO Code. Mail, fax, or e-mail the completed form to the Canadian Numbering Administrator (CNA). The preferred method of submission is by e-mail.



As of the date of issue of this form, the CNA contact information is:



Telephone:	(+1) 613 702-0016

Facsimile:	(+1) 613 702-0017

E-mail:	COCodeApps@cnac.ca 

Postal address:	150 Isabella St, Ottawa, ON K1S 5H3



See http://www.cnac.ca/about/contact_us.htm for updates to CNA contact information.



If this is the first time that you have submitted a form to the CNA that must be signed by an Authorized Representative, please send a signed facsimile or a paper copy of this form to the CNA in addition to or instead of the e-mail submission.



I hereby certify that the following information is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and that this application has been prepared in accordance with the currently applicable version of the Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines.





		[bookmark: Text41]     



		Signature of Authorized Representative of Code Applicant or Code Holder



		     



		Title



		     



		Date











		Type of Application (check one):



[bookmark: Check14]|_| CO Code Assignment



|_| Reservation



[bookmark: Check13]|_| Information Change



|_| Return











Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guidelines

Part 1 – CO Code Assignment, Reservation, Information Change, or Return

Approved: 21 April 2022	Updated: 6 February 2024











1.0 GENERAL INFORMATION



1.1 Contact Information:



Code Applicant or Code Holder:



		Entity Name:

		     

		Contact Name:

		     



		Address:



		     

		City, Province, 

  Postal Code:

		     

     



		Telephone:

		     

		Facsimile:

		     



		E-mail:

		     

		

		







		1.2 

		NPA(s):

		     

		LATA:

		 888

		

		OCN:

		     



		

		Switch Identification (Switching Entity / POI)[footnoteRef:2]: [2:  This is the 11‑character Telcordia® COMMON LANGUAGE® CLLITM of the Code Applicant's Switching Entity/POI (physical or virtual). (CLLI is a trademark of Telcordia, and Telcordia and COMMON LANGUAGE are registered trademarks of Telcordia Technologies Inc.).] 


		     



		

		City or Wire Center Name:

		     

		Exchange Area[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The Exchange Area on this form and on the Appendix B worksheet shall be a tariffed Exchange Area and shall be the Exchange Area where the CO Code will be or is assigned, rather than the Exchange Area containing the Switch Identification (Switching Entity/POI) CLLI, which may be the same or different. The name of the Exchange Area is generally the same as the name of the Rate Center.] 


		     







1.3 Dates:

		Date of Application

		     

		 Requested Effective Date[footnoteRef:4] [4:  For a CO Code assignment, the requested Effective Date shall be no earlier than 66 days and no later than 6 months after the date of application. The requested Effective Date for a CO Code reservation shall be no more than 12 months after the date of application.] 


		     







A response to this application will be provided to the Code Applicant or Code Holder within fourteen calendar days from the date the CNA receives this application.



1.4 Details relating to CO Code Assignment or Reservation[footnoteRef:5]: [5:  Completion of section 1.4 is not required for an Information Change or Return.] 






		a)

		In accordance with Telecom Regulatory Policy CRTC 2024-26, an attestation is required from applicants and their authorized representative(s) requesting geographical NANP numbers. 



		|_|

		I attest that newly assigned numbers will be used ONLY for services that require geographic NANP numbers;



		|_|

		I attest that resources other than NANP geographic resources (such as non-geographic numbers or dummy numbers) CANNOT be used; and, 



		|_|

		I attest that, based on the requested effective date for this requested numbering resource, my company does not have adequate resources of the same type from previous assignments that can be used instead for the Exchange Area or Location Porting Zone (LPZ)[footnoteRef:6]I attest that my company does NOT have unused numbering resources of the same type from previous assignment(s) that can be used instead. [6:  Telecom Decision CRTC 2016-345 – TELUS Communications Company – Application to establish a
special location porting zone within the Metro Vancouver area] 




		

		



		b)

		Type of Entity



		

		Local Exchange Carrier	|_|



		

		Wireless Carrier	|_|



		

		Other (specify)	     



		

		



		c)

		Type of service for which code is being requested:



		

		     







		d)



		Is certification or authorization required to provide this type of service in the relevant geographic area?



		

		 Yes  |_|      No  |_|



		

		If no, explain:

		     



		

		If yes, indicate type and date of certification or authorization (e.g., letter of authorization, license, Certificate of Public Convenience & Necessity (CPCN), tariff, etc.) or provide other explanation:



		

		     



		

		

		



		e)

		CO Code (NPA-NXX) preference(s)

		      (optional)



		

		



		f)

		Undesirable CO Code(s) (NPA-NXX(s))

		      (optional)









1.5 Type of Application:



		CO Code Assignment:



		|_|

		Initial Code for new Switching Entity/POI



		|_|

		Additional Code for Growth (Applicant must complete Section 1.6 and Appendix B)



		|_|

		Additional Code for Unique Purpose (Applicant must complete Section 1.7)







		CO Code Reservation:[footnoteRef:7] [7:  A CO Code that was reserved for an Applicant is not assigned to the Applicant, and must not be activated unless the Code Applicant has submitted a new Part 1 Request for a CO Code Assignment and the CO Code has been assigned to the Applicant] 




		|_|

		Initial Code



		|_|

		Additional Code for Growth (Applicant must complete Section 1.6) 



		|_|

		Additional Code for Unique Purpose (Applicant must complete Section 1.7)







		Information Change:   NPA-NXX(s) affected - 

		     



		  Type of change:

		      Details (provide attachment if needed):	



		|_|

		OCN 

		      



		|_|

		Switching Entity / POI

		      



		|_|

		Effective Date

		      



		|_|

		Exchange Area

		      



		|_|

		Other

		      







		Return of CO Code(s):



		|_|

		NPA-NXX(s) being returned (provide attachment if needed):

		     



		

		Were these CO Code(s) entered into BIRRDS?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Yes  |_|    No  |_|



		

		Do these CO Code(s) include any ported numbers or pending ports?  Yes  |_|    No  |_|



		

		If yes, list CO Code(s) with ported numbers or pending ports:

		     



		

		

		







1.6 Additional CO Code for Growth (See Section 4.2.1 of the Guidelines):



The criteria for assignment of an Additional Code for Growth to a Switching Entity/POI are that:

· [bookmark: _Hlk34143756]existing telephone numbers reported as available for assignment includes either all telephone numbers assigned within one Switching Entity/POI per unique Exchange Area or all telephone numbers assigned within the Exchange Area; and

· existing telephone numbers are projected to exhaust within 12 months where no Jeopardy Condition exists, or, where a Jeopardy Condition exists, within 4 months or other period specified in an approved Jeopardy Contingency Plan.



Select the applicable situation below:

		|_|

		No NPA Jeopardy Condition: 



		

		I hereby certify that the telephone numbers in existing CO Code(s) as defined above for the Switching Entity/POI or Exchange Area are projected to exhaust within 12 months of the date of this application and that the months-to-exhaust is documented on an Appendix B submitted to the CNA .



		|_|

		NPA Jeopardy Condition (see Section 9.5 of the Guidelines):



		

		I hereby certify that the telephone numbers in existing CO Code(s) (NXX) as defined above for the Switching Entity/POI or Exchange Area are projected to exhaust within 4 months of the date of this application, or within the period specified in an approved Jeopardy Contingency Plan, and that the months-to-exhaust is documented on an Appendix B submitted to the CNA.







Another criterion for the assignment of an Additional Code for Growth to a Switching Entity/POI is certification below that the requirements of Appendix G (Reserved and Held Telephone Numbers) are met:



		|_|

		I hereby certify that the quantity of Telephone Numbers Reserved and Held for customers in existing CO Codes assigned to the Switching Entity/POI for the applicable Exchange Area and service complies with Appendix G (Reserved and Held Telephone Numbers).







1.7 Additional CO Code for a Unique Purpose (See Section 4.2 of the Guidelines):



A criterion for assignment of an Additional Code for a Unique Purpose is that no CO Code has been assigned for that purpose to the Switching Entity/POI. The Applicant must justify why an additional CO Code is required and explain why existing resources assigned to the applicant cannot satisfy this requirement[footnoteRef:8]. [8: 
] 




		|_|

		Code is necessary for distinct routing, rating or billing purposes



		

		Explanation:

		     







		|_|



		Code is necessary for reasons other than distinct routing, rating or billing purposes



		

		Explanation:
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Top Level Questions for a Canadian Implementation of TBP – Feb 15, 2024

Forecasting

Do we need to adopt forecasting at the rate centre level using number of blocks or can forecasting be done at the block level for each NPA Complex e.g. 204/431/584?

Should we just change the NRUF process to use number of blocks instead of number of CO codes perhaps with an LRN forecast as well? 



NPAC

Are changes required to the NPAC/NPAC operations to support thousand block pooling?

Will carriers provide the Form 1B equivalents directly to the NPAC or via the SOA process and/or does CNA need to be involved ?



Excess Inventory – Block Return Process

What is the return criteria (definition of excess inventory)?

What is the frequency of inventory review by carriers? (e.g. inventory reviews semi-annually)

What is the threshold for contamination of a returned block? (e.g., less than 10%)

Will BPWG create the process maps for a block return or will this be part of the TBP Guidelines? (e.g. actions by donating carriers to protect numbers assigned to customers, actions by receiving carriers to protect assigned numbers)



CNA Interactions

Is there a need for an online input system where Form 1 and 1A are combined? If one is developed, should its use be mandatory?

What are the requirements for an online block availability report/block status reports from CNA?  (E.g. available blocks, assigned blocks, retained blocks, dates, blocks pending verification of activation)



Initial CO code block(s) request in an exchange 

What are the rules around a new LRN requests including for new POI’s in an exchange where carrier is already established?







Pool Replenishment Requests

What does the timing/effective dates of the process look like ? (e.g., CNA creates an ACD screen for CO codes and Block Control Record (BCR), then carriers must update BIRRDs)

Do we need new rules for timing of certain actions by CNA and requesting carriers in order to support assignment of blocks by CNA that are pending confirmation of activation?


image3.emf
TBP Task  breakdown for CSCN-CNA.xlsx


TBP Task breakdown for CSCN-CNA.xlsx
All

								Owner		Para		sub		Task				Due Date		2/15/24

								Industry		99				In light of the above, the Commission finds that TBP is necessary to slow number exhaust in Canada. Accordingly, the Commission directs LECs and wireless carriers to implement TBP by 6 October 2025. This direction applies to all exchanges where number portability has been implemented, for new telephone number assignments from geographic NPAs.				10/6/25		599

								Industry		100				Where number portability is not in place as of 6 October 2025, TBP is to be implemented on the same day that number portability is implemented.				10/6/25		599

								TSPs		101				Further, LECs and wireless carriers are to file any required tariff revisions to reflect the determinations in this decision at least four months prior to TBP implementation.				6/6/25		477

								TSPs		102				As of the date of this decision, newly assigned geographic NANP numbers, including any such numbers returned to the number pooling inventory, are to be used only for services that require geographic NANP numbers.				2/5/24		-10

								TSPs		103				The Commission also directs all Canadian carriers that requested geographic NANP numbers in the 12-month period before the date of this decision to file with the Commission, by 5 April 2024, an internal study aimed at examining and eliminating their reliance on geographic NANP numbers where such resources are not needed. The study is to include confirmation of whether the carrier obtains numbers to support IoT/M2M services and, if so, to identify which types of numbers are used for these services.				4/5/24		50

								CNA		104				In addition, the Commission directs the CNA to				4/6/24		51

								CNA				104		• assume the role and functions of the TBP administrator; and				2/5/24		-10

								CNA/CSCN				104		• require, starting by 6 March 2024, that applicants requesting geographic NANP numbers and their authorized representatives submit an attestation as described in paragraph 86 above.				3/6/24		20

								CLNPC		105				The Commission also directs the CLNPC to make any required modifications to the NPAC Service Management System.				-		-

								CNAC		106				Further, the Commission directs CNAC to				4/5/24		50

								CNAC				106		to make the required changes to its service agreement with the CNA						-

								CNAC				106		 to file with the Commission, by 5 April 2024, a Part 1 application as described in paragraph 37 above.				4/5/24		50

								CISC		107				Finally, the Commission requests that CISC						-

								CISC				107		• monitor the implementation of TBP and file quarterly progress reports with the Commission as described in paragraph 31 above;						-

								CISC				107		• provide recommendations to the Commission on strengthening the number assignment guidelines, as described in paragraphs 51 and 52 above, by 6 May 2024;				5/6/24		81

								CISC				107		• file a report with the Commission, by 6 August 2024, examining the inclusion of unused numbers from previously assigned CO codes to the number pooling inventory, as described in paragraphs 66 and 67 above; and				8/6/24		173

								CISC				107		• file a report with the Commission, by 5 November 2024, on further opportunities for LIR expansion or exchange consolidation across Canada with the potential to significantly benefit number preservation, as described in paragraph 98 above.				11/5/24		264

																				-





CSCN

								Owner		Para		sub		Task				Due Date		2/15/24

				CSCN Agreement

								CNA/CSCN				104		• require, starting by 6 March 2024, that applicants requesting geographic NANP numbers and their authorized representatives submit an attestation as described in paragraph 86 above.				3/6/24		20



				TIF ?		TBP Implementation Monitoring (quarterly reports)

				James Sewell				CISC				107		• monitor the implementation of TBP and file quarterly progress reports with the Commission as described in paragraph 31 above;  30 March, 30 June, 30 September, and 30 December						-



				TIF ?		Update guidelines (CO Code, NRUF, Relief Planning?)

				Ed Antecol				CISC				107		• provide recommendations to the Commission on strengthening the number assignment guidelines, as described in paragraphs 51 and 52 above, by 6 May 2024;				5/6/24		81

						SubTask		1		Update CO Code Guideline (including apendicies and adding TBP)

								2		Update NRUF Guideline

								3		Update Relief Planning Guideline?





				TIF ?		Report of inclusion of unused numbers from previously assigned CO Codes in pool

				Diane Dolan				CISC				107		• file a report with the Commission, by 6 August 2024, examining the inclusion of unused numbers from previously assigned CO codes to the number pooling inventory, as described in paragraphs 66 and 67 above; and				8/6/24		173



				TIF ?		Report on LIR expansion or Exchange Area consolidation oppurtunities

				Bell Canada				CISC				107		• file a report with the Commission, by 5 November 2024, on further opportunities for LIR expansion or exchange consolidation across Canada with the potential to significantly benefit number preservation, as described in paragraph 98 above.				11/5/24		264




















